








EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

•	 Maintenance: The decision to install a bridge or underpass should be made in full 
consideration of the additional maintenance these facilities require. 

Other Design Issues 

Awhole host of other design issues that must be considered in RWT design include: 

•	 RWT-roadway crossings 

Utilities 

Future tracks and sidings 

Trestles and bridges 

•	 Tunnels 

Environmental constraints 

• Trailheads and parking areas 

Landscaping 

Drainage 

Lighting 

Signsand marking 

Operations/Maintenance 

Once a rail-with-trail is constructed, trail maintenance and operations should minimize 
impacts on railroad companies and offer a safe and pleasant use experience. Rail opera­
tion divisions,engineers, and signalmen should be invited for technicaldiscussions and 
advice in the feasibility analysisphase of a RWT. 

RWT proponents should consider the maintenance and access needs of the railroad op­
erator in the alignment and design of the RWT. In areas with narrower than 7.6 m (25 ft) 
setback,the trail likely will be used as a shared maintenanceroad. In allcases,the railroad 
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should be providedadequate roomand means foraccess to and maintenanceof its tracks 
and other facilities. The feasibility study and easementllicense agreement also should 
identify the designs and costsof any improvements that would become the responsibility 
of the RWT agency. 

Trail managers should develop a phasingand managementplan and program for the RWT. 
Trail managers should consult with railroad engineering and operating departments to 
determine the appropriate steps, approvals, permits, designs, and other requirements. 
They should ensure that the proposedRWT does not increase railroad employeestress or 
decrease their safety. 

An education and outreach plan should be part of the trail plan. Trail managers should 
provide supplemental information through maps,bicycle rental and support services, trail 
user groups,and other avenues. Trail managers should also develop, in coordination with 
local lawenforcementand the railroad,a security and enforcement plan and develop and 
post RWT user regulations. 

Conclusion 

Based on the lessons learned in this study, it is clear that well-designed RWTs can bring 
numerous benefits to communities and railroads alike. RWTs are not appropriate in every 
situation, and should be carefully studied through a feasibilit y analysis. Working closely 
with railroad companiesand other stakeholders is crucial to a successful RWT. Trail pro­
ponents need to understand railroad concerns,expansion plans, and operating practices. 
They also need to assume the liability burden for projects proposed on private railroad 
property. Limiting newand/or eliminatingat-grade trail-rail crossings,setting trailsback 
as far as possible from tracks,and providing phys ical separation through fencing, vertical 
distance, vegetation, and/or drainage ditches can help create a well-designed trail. Trail 
planners need to work closely with railroad agencies and companies to develop strong 
maintenance and operations plans,and educate the publicabout the dangersof trespass­
ing on tracks. 

Railroads companies, for their part, need to understand the community desire to create 
safe walkingand bicycling spaces. Theycan derive many benefits from RWT projects in 
terms of reduced trespassing, dumping, and vandalism, as well as financial compensa­
tion. Together, trail proponents and railroad companies can help strengthen available 
legal protections, trespassing laws and enforcement,seek new sources of funding to im­
proverailroad safety,and keep the railroad industr y thriving and expanding in its freight 
and passenger service to this country. 
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