
Newark, Del. Here, a L76cmile trail 
'r u ns alongside Amtrak 's Northeas t 
Cor ridor, where trains routinely zip 
past at )20 mph. ," 

' The cit y of 25,000, teeming with 
15.000 hiking, walk ing, and b ik ing 
s tudent s from the University of Dela­
ware, wanted to build a trail directly 
alongsideA mtra k's main line, which 
in Newark features four tracks, ' a' pa­
rade of more than JOOtrains a day, 
andlong st rin gs of NS auto racks Ire­
qucntly calling on the sprawling 
Chrysler!MOPARpl<int. 

The contract for the trail design 
ca lled for the city to install and main-
lain a fen ce . and to keep the min imum 
trail setback at 30 feet t ram the ce nter 
Jine of the closest track. But there were 
ot her concern's, such as thousands of 

college students in homes and apart­
.rnenrs near the trail and foot: traffic 
from a busy SEPTA commuterstation 
nearby. 

Open ed on July 23, 2003 , the James 
F. Hall Trail is popular with college 
s tudents , elderly walkers, pa rents with 
babies in carr iages. and fulk s walking 
dogs. Enthusiastic users maintain that 
it has helped to redu ce traffic on often 
congested streets in the university 
area. The Newark city manager's office 

. says no serious problems have resulted 
s ince the trail opened, th anks in part 
to its effort to educate residents about 
staying off the rail ro ad right-or-way. 

" The Philadelphia-based engineering 
firm of Pennoni Associates won a n 

' awm"d from tl~e American Co uncilo r 
Engineering Companies of Delaware 

for its role in designing the $1.65 mil­
lion project , which includes police can 
boxes, playground areas , and bright 
lighting along the wide, paved path­
way, The Hall Trail is so succ essfu l ' 
thai th e city manager says Newark is 
working on the funding and design for 
another three to five miles. 

Across the nation, examples of safe 
co- existence between rails and trail s 
ab ou nd . Downtown Minneapolis has a 
popular trail along BNSF that's 110t 

even fenced. The Cedar Lake Trail and 
it s ext en sions feature sepa rat e paths 
for west- and eastbound tr ail users, 
with coal and mani fest trains a stone's 
toss awa y, 

Then 'there's th e Duluth (Minn .) 
Lakewalk. which wends its way along 
former Duluth, Missabe & Iron Range 



trackage, now part of the North Shore 
Scenic Railroad, with only a w ro ugh t­
iron fence between train s and tr ail us­
ers . That's another popular three miles 
of rails with trails along Lake Superior 
in one of the Upper Midwest's favorite 
tourist spots. 

The western Maryland dilemma 
Back in western Ma ryland, the first 

five miles of the Ancl!h~nv Highlands 
Trail opened in Apri't with Pians 10 

use the ex-Western Ma rvl and Frost­
burg depot as a visitor center. Rather 
than plying the nearby former Cum­
berland & Pennsylvania right-of-way, 
trail planners instead made clear their 

hile most trailsare 

close to low-speedrail 

lines, theJamesF. Hall 

Trail in ewark, Del., 

is at the opposite 

extreme, on th busy 

Northeast Corridor 

intention to usc the for merlv double­
track Western Ma ryland right-ot-way 
For the remaining 16 In i lesi nto Cum­
berland. The Western Maryland Sce­
nic is publicly owned, so it wouldn't 
require any r ight-of-way acquisition . 

Western Maryland Scenic Railroad 
operations manager Doug Beve rage 
says despite reservations formed fro m 
his 34 years in the operating depart­
ments of Baltimore & Ohio and CSX , 
he's willing to share the right-of-way, 
That includes 913-foot Brush tunnel, 
which is on a double-t rack right-of­
way. Beverage says gua rds could be 
posted at either end of the tunnel when 
the train is running through . Fencing, 
he says , would be limited to thena r­
rowcst parts of the sha red right-of­
wa y, 

"In my mind," says Beverage, 
"trains and people never mix. But 
since they're determined to put a bike 
trail in here, I'll do everything in my 
power to make it possible." 

Because Allegany County, Md., 
owns the railroad's right-of-way, coun­
ty officials have the final say in what 
ultimately happens to the rails and the 
trail. The options discussed early this 
year: Rails and trail sh are the right of 
way ; the railroad shorten s its route ; or 
the trail gets the right-of way to itself. 

A sp ec ial committee studying the 
issue got an earful on tha t last option. 
The railroad's backers m ade clear that 
the railroad is debt-free, that its bridg­



es are sound, and that its tracks mee t 
FRA Class II standards for 25-mpb op­
er at ion . The Western Maryland Scenic 
has been averaging 33,000 r iders a 
yea r, or about 175 per tr ip on its once­
da ily round trip, so far this se ason . 
Th at provides a n ice econom ic bo ost 
for a mountainside city that's co unt ing 
on touri sm to help offset the loss of 
thousands of manufa cturing jo bs that 
left Cumberland in the '80 s an d '90s . 

On the other h and, th e s ta te 's 
phased-down track maintenance sub­
sidy was due to expire this summer, 
a nd some have sa id tha t trunca tin g 
th e sceni c Line's ro ute , or even discon­
tinuing the operation altogether in fa­
vor of the trail, might be the best alter­
nat ive. 

Public h earings in Cumberland 
h ave in cluded im passioned cries from 
locals imploring officials to ma ke the 
rails -an d-tr ai l work. Beverage points 
ou t tha t if both could sha re the right­
of-way, it wou ld be the only place in 
America where trail users could be up 
dose and persona] with a live stea m 

locomoti ve as it goes by. 
And it appea rs the Western Mary­

land deb ate is abo ut to be mirrored 
on th e West Coast. In late May. Th e 
Spi rit o f Was h i ng ton Din ner Tra in 
began a major public relat ions cam­
paign ag a inst King County (Seatt le) 
officials who favor rippi ng our the ex­
cursion line's tr ack s i n order to make 
room for a trai l. "In real i ty," says th e 
dinner tr ain's \Veb site. "there's room 
fo r bo th ...." 

So fro m the Pacific Northwest to 
the mountains of Maryland, the rai ls­
with-tr ail s deb at e is on . And the Rails 
to Tra ils Con ser vancy says at la s t 
cou nt, 83 more ra ils-w lth-tra ils were 
on th e drawing board. 1 

MARK VERNA R ELLl, du ring a 23-year 
career in television and radio ne ws, 
won two Emmv awards and honors in 
every major ca tegory [rom spot news to 
featu res. Today, he is a public informa ­
tio n director in Maryland who w rites 
extensively. I-Ie travels by train whenev­
er possible. 

The Federal Railroad 

Administrationopposes 

ew trailsalong active 

rail lineson safety 

.concerns, but about 90 

exist and dozens more 

are planned 
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