


trackage, now part of the North Shore
Scenic Railroad, with only a wrought-
iron fence between trains and trail us-
ers. That’s another popular three miles
of rails with trails along Lake Superior
in one of the Upper Midwest's favorite
tourist spots.

The western Maryland dilemma
Back in western Maryland, the first
five miles of the Allcgheny Highlands
Trail opened in April, with plans to
use the ex-Western Maryland Frost-
burg depot as a visitor center. Rather
than plving the nearby former Cum-
berland & Pennsylvania right-of-way,
trail planners instead made clear their

While most trails are
close to low-speed rail
lines, the James F. Hall
Trail in Newark, Del.,
is at the opposite

extreme, on the busy

Northeast Corridor

intention to use the formerly double-
track Western Maryland right-of-way
for the remaining 16 miles into Cum-
berland. The Western Maryland Sce-
nic is publicly owned, so it wouldnt
require any right-of-way acquisition.

Western Maryland Scenic Railroad
operations manager Doug Beverage
savs despite reservations formed from
his 34 years in the operating depart-
ments of Baltimore & Ohio and CSX,
he’s willing to share the right-of-way.
That includes 913-foot Brush tunnel,
which is on a double-track right-of-
way. Beverage says guards could be
posted at either end of the tunnel when
the train is running through. Fencing,
he says, would be limited to the nar-
rowest parts of the shared right-of-
way.

“In my mind,” says Beverage,
“trains and people never mix. But
since theyre determined to put a bike
trail in here, T'll do evervthing in my
power to make it possible.”

Because Allegany County, Md,,
owns the railroad’s right-of-way, coun-
ty officials have the final say in what
ultimately happens to the rails and the
trail. The options discussed early this
vear: Rails and trail shave the right of
way; the railroad shortens its route; or
the trail gets the right-ol way (o itself.

A special commirttee studving the
issue got an earful on that last option.
The railroad’s backers made clear that
the railroad is debt-free, that its bridg-

Cavid

Fencing, coupled with educatio
kéeps the public off the four-track
“Northeast Corridor at Newark, Del.,
= - while Amtrak trains-roll by at 120 ¢
wriph and NS freightsgrind along. .
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es are sound, and that its tracks meet
FRA Class Il standards for 25-mph op-
eration. The Western Marvland Scenic
has been averaging 33,000 riders a
vear, or about 175 per trip on its once-
daily round trip, so far this season.
That provides a nice economic boost
for a mountainside city that’s counting
on tourism to help offset the loss of
thousands of manufacturing jobs that
left Cumberland in the '80s and '90s.

On the other hand, the state’s
phased-down track maintenance sub-
sidy was due {6 expire this summer,
and some have said that truncating
the scenic line'’s route, or even discon-
tinuing the operation altogether in fa-
vor of the trail, might be lhe best alter-
native.

Public hearings in Cumberland
have included impassioned cries from
locals imploring officials 10 make the
rails-and-trail work. Beverage points
out that if both could share the right-
of-way, it would be the only place in
America where trail users could be up
close and personal with a live steam

locomotive as it goes by.

And it appears the Western Mary-
land debate is about to be mirrored
on the West Coast. In late May, The
Spirit of Washington Dinner Train
began a major public relations cam-
paign against King County (Seattle)
officials who favor ripping out the ex-
cursion line’s tracks in order to make
room for a trail. “In reality,” says the
dinner train’s Web site, “there’s room
for both ...."

So from the Pacific Northwest to
the mountains of Maryland, the rails-
with-irails debate is on. And the Rails
to Trails Conservancy says at last
count, 83 more rails-with-trails were
on the drawing board. 1
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er possible.
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