
es are sound, and that its tracks mee t 
FRA Class II standards for 25-mpb op­
er at ion . The Western Maryland Scenic 
has been averaging 33,000 r iders a 
yea r, or about 175 per tr ip on its once­
da ily round trip, so far this se ason . 
Th at provides a n ice econom ic bo ost 
for a mountainside city that's co unt ing 
on touri sm to help offset the loss of 
thousands of manufa cturing jo bs that 
left Cumberland in the '80 s an d '90s . 

On the other h and, th e s ta te 's 
phased-down track maintenance sub­
sidy was due to expire this summer, 
a nd some have sa id tha t trunca tin g 
th e sceni c Line's ro ute , or even discon­
tinuing the operation altogether in fa­
vor of the trail, might be the best alter­
nat ive. 

Public h earings in Cumberland 
h ave in cluded im passioned cries from 
locals imploring officials to ma ke the 
rails -an d-tr ai l work. Beverage points 
ou t tha t if both could sha re the right­
of-way, it wou ld be the only place in 
America where trail users could be up 
dose and persona] with a live stea m 

locomoti ve as it goes by. 
And it appea rs the Western Mary­

land deb ate is abo ut to be mirrored 
on th e West Coast. In late May. Th e 
Spi rit o f Was h i ng ton Din ner Tra in 
began a major public relat ions cam­
paign ag a inst King County (Seatt le) 
officials who favor rippi ng our the ex­
cursion line's tr ack s i n order to make 
room for a trai l. "In real i ty," says th e 
dinner tr ain's \Veb site. "there's room 
fo r bo th ...." 

So fro m the Pacific Northwest to 
the mountains of Maryland, the rai ls­
with-tr ail s deb at e is on . And the Rails 
to Tra ils Con ser vancy says at la s t 
cou nt, 83 more ra ils-w lth-tra ils were 
on th e drawing board. 1 

MARK VERNA R ELLl, du ring a 23-year 
career in television and radio ne ws, 
won two Emmv awards and honors in 
every major ca tegory [rom spot news to 
featu res. Today, he is a public informa ­
tio n director in Maryland who w rites 
extensively. I-Ie travels by train whenev­
er possible. 
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