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The Trans Canada Trail is now clearly marked in Chatham-Kent.  The first sign marking the 205
kilometres of trail mapped through the municipality was unveiled during a ceremony at Fairfield Museum,
between Thamesville and Bothwell, on Saturday.  Rick Gray, chair of Chatham-Kent Trails Council that
worked for four years to get the sign, says the Chatham-Kent portion is just part of the 18,000 kilometres of
TransCanada Trail mapped out from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean and to the Arctic.  Gray said the local
council hopes to have Chatham-Kent’s portion of the trail built in time for the Olympics in Vancouver in
2010.  To that end, he announced a $10,000 donation from TransCanada Trails Ontario that will be a start
toward developing the local trails.  The project would include construction costs, erecting signs and possibly
obtaining rights of way through private property.  The municipality has committed funds to the project, and
is in the midst of developing a master plan for trails.

Volunteers
Gray and a group of

volunteers, including the K-E Quads
ATV Group, helped clear a portion
of the trail along the Thames River
earlier this year.  They’ve used
wood chips along 500 metres of the
trail.  There are some parts of the
trail open in Wheatley and
Wallaceburg, but Gray said they
couldn’t be considered part of the
TransCanada Trail until the sign
went up.  Gray says the
TransCanada Trail through the
municipality will be similar to
Highway 401 that passes through.
There will be secondary trails that
can be connected to the main trail.

From L to R: Randy Hope, C-K Mayor, Rick Gray, Chair Chatham-Kent Trails
Council, Bev Shipley, Lambton--Kent--Middlesex MP Tom Beaton, C-K Manager
of Parks, Cemeteries and Horticulture Ruth Gray, Dave Van Kesteren, Chatham-
Kent--Essex MP

Trails’ beauty
Residents will be able to enjoy the trail’s beauty while having the chance to walk and improve their

lifestyles in a municipality that ranks among the worst in Ontario for heart disease and obesity, said Gray.
Chris Aldred, curator of the Fairfield Museum, points out that the trail through Chatham-Kent is the only one
in Canada that’s connected with the War of 1812.  Fairfield was destroyed by the Americans during the
war, in October 1813.


