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Trans Canada Trail

MEDIA RELEASE

For immediate release - September 11, 2008 

Trans Canada Trail Pavilion Opening
On Saturday September 13, the Trans Canada Trail, Voyageur Trail Association and City of Sault Ste. Marie will open the Trans Canada Trail’s new pavilion in Clergue Park. The opening is part of an afternoon of trail events to celebrate the accomplishments of trail builders in the Algoma Region who are helping to make the 21,500-kilometre Trans Canada Trail a reality.   

Mayor John Rowswell and Valerie Pringle, broadcast journalist and Chair of the Trans Canada Trail, will officially open the pavilion and unveil panels listing more than 800 local donors and supporters.  

Valerie Pringle says she hopes to meet many of the local supporters at the event. “The support of people in the Sault, as in other communities across Canada, is vital to the completion of the Trans Canada Trail.  This is an opportunity for me to say thank you in person to those who attend the celebration.  I also want to encourage people to use the Trans Canada Trail.  It is the longest recreational trail in the world and provides a wonderful way for people to get active and enjoy our beautiful country from coast to coast to coast.”

The Trans Canada Trail is made up of local trails which it is connecting to form one continuous trail across the country.  In the Algoma region, the Trans Canada Trail includes the magnificent 600-kilometre Voyageur Trail, a wilderness trail stretching from Nipigon to Spanish. In Sault Ste. Marie, it includes the 2.1-kilometre downtown Waterfront Walkway which is part of the proposed 20-kilometre Hub Trail. At the pavilion opening, Valerie Pringle will present Trans Canada Trail certificates to the City of Sault Ste. Marie and the Voyageur Trail Association to recognize that the local trails are registered as Trans Canada Trail and as a salute to the hard work and dedication of local trail builders. 

Gayle Phillips, President of the Sault Ste. Marie (Saulteaux) Club of the Voyageur Trail, says she is thrilled that the Pavilion opening is finally taking place.  “Many people from local trail groups and the city have worked for many years to get a Trail Pavilion built in the Sault.  We are proud that the Voyageur and Hub Trails are part of the Trans Canada Trail and we encourage people to use our wonderful trail resources both here and in other parts of the country.”

There will be an afternoon of trail activities for all ages following the Pavilion opening.
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For more information and to arrange interviews with Valerie Pringle, please contact:

· Gayle Phillips, Saulteaux Voyageur Trail Club 





Tel: (705) 943-1892, E-mail: info@voyageurtrail.ca,  Website: www.voyageurtrail.ca
· Kirsten Spence, Trans Canada Trail Ontario

Tel: (705) 783-2263, E-mail: kirsten@tctontario.ca, Website: www.tctrail.ca
Trans Canada Trail Backgrounder

	Schedule of Events 
Clergue Park, Sault Ste. Marie


	2:00 pm
	Official Opening of the Trans Canada Trail Pavilion and unveiling of donor panels



	2:30 pm
	Trail activities and contests

· Bring your GPS and join in the geo-caching event, organized by the Voyageur Trail Association. 

· Try your eye at Signs, Signs, Everywhere a Sign, a fill-in-the-blank hiking contest, organized by the Saulteaux Voyageur Trail Club.
· Participate in a leisurely cycle touring ride or a faster-paced ride, organized by the Sault Cycling Club.


	5:00 pm
	Presentation of prizes


Sault Ste. Marie Trans Canada Trail Pavilion

The Sault Ste. Marie Pavilion is located in Clergue Park on the St. Mary’s River waterfront.  It recognizes over 800 local donors who have contributed to the Trans Canada Trail. It is one of 87 pavilions across Canada displaying the inscriptions of over 100,000 Trail donors and supporters. 

Trans Canada Trail

The Trans Canada Trail is the world’s longest recreational trail. When completed, it will extend 21,500 km from the Atlantic to the Pacific to the Arctic Oceans, linking 1000 communities and over 33 million Canadians. Today, close to 70% of the Trail (more than 14,500 km) has been built and is being used by millions of Canadians to hike, cycle, cross-country ski, canoe, horseback ride and snowmobile. The Trail is being planned, built and maintained by provincial and local trail organizations and communities.  Trans Canada Trail Ontario is responsible for the 4500-km route across Ontario.  

The Voyageur Trail 

The Voyageur Trail is a scenic wilderness trail across northern Ontario for hiking, backpacking, snowshoeing and bushwhack skiing.  Today, 600 kilometres of the proposed 1100-km trail route are completed in sections from Nipigon to Spanish. The trail is maintained by volunteers.  The Sault Ste. Marie (Saulteaux) Club of the VTA is responsible for keeping the 55 kilometres of trail located in or near the Sault cleaned and blazed.  Over 380 kilometres of the completed sections of the Voyageur Trail were registered as part of the Trans Canada Trail in 2000.

Sault Ste. Marie’s Hub Trail 

The Hub Trail is a proposed 20-km multi-use non-motorized trail system for cycling, walking, in-line skating, cross-country skiing and wheel chairs.  Today, the Waterfront Walkway and Carmen’s Way sections of the trail are completed. 
The Trail will connect many significant points of interest including the Waterfront Walkway, Bellevue Park, Algoma University College, Sault College, the new hospital and Fort Creek Conservation Area.  It will encourage the citizens of Sault Ste. Marie to "get moving" for their health and the health of our environment. 







